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Introduced by AKBAYAN Rep. Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel

EXPLANATORYNOTE

The right to education is an entitlement guaranteed to all Filipinos under Article XIV of the 1987

Constitution and enshrined in several international human rights agreements, such as the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,

and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, among others. These

instruments attest to the importance of education to an individual, a recognition that one's full

and meaningful participation in society and one's empowerment greatly rely on one's education.

Yet the full enjoyment and exercise of the right to education is curtailed when other rights and

freedoms are not recognized, protected and promoted within or inside educational institutions.

Discriminatory policies, restrictions in organizing, the failure to deliver adequate welfare services

ro students, Iack of representation, and the imposition of stiff fees or unjust disciplinary actions

impair the exercise of the right to education, and, in the long run, threatens the capacity of an

individual to enjoy a life of dignity.

To date, violations on the rights and freedoms of students guaranteed by the Constitution and

existing laws remain rampant. School authorities deny the right of students to organize by

imposing arbitrary and unjust policies on student organizing. The right to self-determination,

which accords students the right to establish student governments or councils and choose their

own officers, is violated through the refusal of schools to allow the creation of independent

student councils or governments or through their interference in student council or government

elections. The exercise of civil and political rights is also curtailed by policies that prohibit the

participation and active involvement of students in larger political issues.

The suppression of the rights and welfare of students is furthered by the policy environment that

currently governs the education sector. Due to the deregulation ofthe education sector, the State

is gradually relinquishing its regulatory role to encourage private participation in the provision of
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educatiorr. Br, 2005. the nurrber of prir, 'ate higher education institutions (PHEIs) reached l, 363,

whi le  s tate univers i t ies and col leges (St iCs)  nurnbered 424 ( .or  175.  i f  sate l l i te  campuses are

excluded).

The effect is t l-rat the enfbrcernent and application of policies, especially those involving the rights

and welfare of stude.nts, have become skewed. with the State's educatior.r agencies claiming that

thev have no power over PHEIs tlrat haver becn grar-rtecl deregulated status alreadv. On the otl-rer

hand.  St iCs have rnorc.  pol icv hancl les in  er . r forc ing stuc le l l ts ' r ights ancl  wel fhre.  T l - rus.  whi le

v io lat ions to s tudents '  r ights and u,c ' l farc happer. r  both in  PHEIs ancl  SLlCs,  the possib i l i tv  of

educat ion agencies bei r . rg pressr . r rec l  to  act  on compla ints involv ing SUCs is  h igher  than in cases

involv i r - rs  PH Els.

Tl-rere is, thercfore. a neecl to correct t l-ris anornaly. Students'rights and welfare are part oFthe

State 's  human r ig l r ts  cornmit rnent ,  ancl  thus must  be r . rn i forrn ly  recognized,  protected anc,

prornoted.  
' l 'he 

Stat t ' 's  cc lucat ion agencies.  r ' ranre ly ,  thc Department  of  Educat ion ( I )EP EI) ) ,

Commiss ion  on  [ [ i g l r e r  Ec luca t i on  ( ( ] [ [ L . l ) ) ,  anc l  t he ' I ' ec l rn i ca l  Educa t i on  anc l  Sk i l l s  Devc lop t ren t

Autl-rority (TF.SI)A). shoulcl also bc. givcn tl-rc rnandate to cnsLrre tl-rat students are able to enjo)

ancl c'xercise their rights ancl freeclotns.

[ ,cg is lat ive act ion is  r rcccssary to in t roduce t l r t  fb l lowing rc [orn ' rs  at tc l  to  s t rc l tg thet l  s tudel l ts '

r ig l r ts  ancl  rvc. l f i r rc :  the recogni t ion uncl  [ r r ( ) rn() t i ( )n i t . t  catnpuscs oI  r ights ancl  f rccc lorns c ' t tshr inet l

in  the ( lorrs t i t r . r t ior . r  ancl  af  f  i r rner l  l - ry  var ious i r . r tcrnat ional  hurnatr  r ights i r . rs t r r . r rnents:  regulat ion of

tu i t io t . r  ancl  other  school  fee incre ls t 's  bv i r r t rcc l r - rc ing tn in i rnutn sta l tdarc ls  in  cot . tsu l tat ior r ;

penal izat ion of  s t r - rc lc .nts ' r ights v io lat iorr ,  anc[ ;  s t rengtheni l rg t [ rc  crapaci ty  ar . rc l  power oFer l t r r ' : r t io t . t

agcncies in ensurirrg that str-rcle.nts' rights ar.rcl welfare are protecte'cl ar.rcl prornoted.

I r . r  v icw of  t l - re fbregoir . rg.  t l . re  prornpt  approval  oFt l - r is  b i l l  is  earnest ly  sought .

A/2MrotoP-
Hon. Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraq

Repres t ,u ta t i ve .  \K  R \Y , \ \  I t l r r t r  - l i s (
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Introduced by AKBAYAN Rep. Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR A NATIONAL POLICY

ON STUDENTS'RTGHTS AND WELFARE

[ ]e  i t  epactcc l  by thc Senatc and I Iouse of  l l rpreser . r tat ives of  thc l )h i l ipp ines iu  Cor lgress

assernt-rled:

SECTION l .  Sho r t  r r r 1e . -Th i sAc tsha l l  be l<uowuas t l . r e ' s tuc le r r t s 'R igh tsandWe l fa re

Act of 2007.

SECTION 2. l)t 'cltnttittrt tt l  l \t l i<'t. 
' l ' l .reStatc':

(a)  Ip  accorc lancc w, i th  scveral  in ternat ional  hun-rau r ig l - r ts  agreements,  i r . rc luding the

Internat iorra l  Clonvent iorr  on ( l iv i l  ancl  Pol i t ica l  Rig l r ts ,  I t t ter t ta t io t la l  Cjot . rvent ion on Econ()mic

ancl  Socia l  Rig l r ts ,  t l . rc  LJr- r iv t rsa l  Declarat iou on I luman Rights,  I l l ter l la t ional  Cclnvent ion orr  the

Rights of  the Chi tc l ,  Clonvent ion on the Dirn inat ion of  Al l  Fonns of  Discr i rn i r rat ion Against

Women, declares its cr'rrnrnitmrnt to protect and prc'rmctte tl-re rights arlcl welfbre of Fil ipino

students:

(b) Recognizes that c.clucation is a right and as suclr it can only be exercised and enjoyed

Ful ly  in  a c l imate whcre the '  r ights and wel fare of  s tudents and voung Fi l ip inos are promoted and

protected;

(c)  Acknowleclges that  ec lucat ion is  an i rnpor tant  inst i tL l t io l t  in  ensur ing that  a l l  F i l ip inos

are able to parr ic ipare fu l l r  in  nat ion-bui lc l ing and the societV ancl  i r r  i r rcu lcat ing patr io t ism ar- rd

nat i6nal isrn,  cr i t ica l  and creat ive th ink ing,  and values necessar) ' tc l  promote c iv i l  l iber t ies '  human

rights and Funclatnental f reecloms;



I (d) Affirrns that students have tl-re right to meaningful participatiorr in decision-rnaking

2 processes inside and outside eclucational institutions, especiallv in tl-re. crafting ar-rd formulation of

3 policies affecting students. and the promotion of rhis rigl-rt is an integral part oFthe nation's

4 demclcratic processes;

5
(l (e) Affirrns that the frindamental right to expression of students, ar-rd sucl-r right shall be

7 unabridged and autonomoLls frorn the influences of educational institutions;

I

9 ( l l  r \ f f i r rns thc stuc le 'nts ' r ight  to  organize.  whicr l - r  encol rpasses the r ight  to  establ ish

l0 s tudent  organizat ions.  s tuc lent  unions,  ancl  s tudent  counci Is  and g,overnments.

il

12 SECTION 3. Det' init ion ol-Tt rms. As used in this Act the following shall rnean:

t3
f - l (a) s^tut/ertt - any pers()n enrollecl in the seconclary, post secondary tertiary, graduate and

l5 post  grac luate levels .  inc l r - rc l ing t l rose enrol lec l  i r r  voc:r t ional  ant l  techrr ica l  educat ion.

l6  ( .b)  ,5 'c / t tx t l  an\ '  pr ivate,  publ ic  or  g()venrrneut- run ancl  f  r . rnc led acaclemic ec lucat ional

l7  inst i tu t ior r  of fcr ing an) ,or  a l l  c 'ourses in  t l re  at rove ment ionecl  lcvels .

l l t  ( .c)  . * l tu t l  ( 'arnpus -  the tota l i ty  of  a l lcont igLloLls  or  prox i rnatc.  bt r i lc l ings,  grounds,  ar- rd

l9 other  Faci l i t ic ,s  c les igrratcd by the 'school  aLr thor i t ies as areas or  fac i l i t ies fbr  the use of  thei r

20 students.

2f (d) ()ot't.r ' tt ins Boartl the l-righest policv rnaking bocly o[ the school such as: Boarcl of'

) )  [ ) i rectors.  
' [ ' rustc 'e 's  

or  Regents.

l i (c') SruJt'rtt ()un<'i l or (;()vcnttn(yrt - thc boclv represclrting the wl'role studeut population

24 in or . r r .  school  or  school  carnpLls u 'host 'o [ I iccrs are annual ly  c l t 'c r terc l  a t  large by thc 'whole student

2- i  1 : ropulat io l r  l lursLlant  to  i ts  char ter  ( ) r  ( ( )nst i tu t ior r . ' l 'h is  c leFin i t ion shal l  inc luc le s tudent  courrc i ls  or

26 govenrneuts at  thc lc-vel  of  co l leges,  carnpLlses,  etc .

27 (l) (.buncilttf /,t 'aclt 'rs - the. bodv cornposcd oFthe heads of various studeltt

l l t organizations clraircd by thc Presiclent or Chairperson of the Stucleut Council or try ar-ry student

29 cluly electecl ["rv thc stuclc.nt organizations.

-10 (g) Tuiriott - t l"rc. ft 'e representing direct costs of instntctior.r, trairring ancl other related

i I activit ir.s. ancl the use of scl-rool facil i t ics. The ternr other scl.rool fces refers to Fees wl-ricl-r cover

- l l  o ther  necessary costs support ivc of  inst ruct iorr .  inc luc l i r . re but  r . rot  l i r l i tec l  to  rnedical  ar- rd denta l ,

i l  a th lc t ic ,  l ibrary, la [ - rorator l .  ancl  NSTP {ees.

l-+
i5 SECTION 4. l l ight against t l iscrtntirtattort in etluc.tt iortal ittsritutittrts- No studer.rt shall be

-16 c lerr ied ac l rn iss ion,  expel lec l  f  rorn an et l r . rcat ional  inst i tu t ion,  pr- r r . r ishecl  u ' i t l r  d isc ip l inar)  aet i ( rn.

37 inc luding rnarrdatory crounsel ins.  or  c lcn iec l  wel f i r re serv ices,  scholarships and other  pr iv i leges or- r

-l l l  the basis of his/hcr pl-rysical hanclicap, soci()-economic stetus, polit ical ar-rcl religious beliefs, sexual

i9 orieutatior.r, or rnernbership in stuclent organizations. Pregr.rant stuclents, certif ied refonned drug
, t0 abusers,  and students wi th FI IV/AIDS shal l  not  be d iscr i rn inated agair - rs t .
.+ l
12 SECTION 5. Righr nt L-()ntpetetll ins'rntction antl reler.ant qualtt.v educaticsn. - Every
-+i  s tudent  s l - ra l l  have t l - re r ight  to  competer l t  inst ruct ion and qual i ty  educat io l l  re levant  to  h is /her

44 personal and cultural developrnent and that of the nation. To achieve thrs goal, schools and

45 educational ir-rstitutions are required to enforce a written evaluation of the performance of

46 teachers by students at the end of the school terrn.

4 7



I SECTION 6. Righr rct organize. - (a)'fl-re right of students to Forrn, assist, or joirr

2 organizations, all iance. or federations along tl-reir physical, intellectual, moral. cultural, civic,

3 spiritual, and polit ical ir-rterests shall not be abridged.

1

-5 (a) The Office of Student Affairs, in coordination w'ith the student council or government,
(r shall take cl-rarge in the accrerditation of stucler-rt organizations. The guidelines for accreditation of

7 studer.rt organizatictns shall lre forrnul:rted b-v the student council and the heads of all s[uder.rt

l l  organizat ions.
9

l0 (b) Tlic. ()ff ice of stuclent Affairs slrall have the rnandate to irnpletnetrt t l-re guidelines and

I I rnediare ir.r confl icts ernerging frorn the accreclitation process. Accrcditation of student

l2 organizat iorrs  shal l  be gratr te.d upon the subrniss ion of  a forrnal  le t ter  of  appl icat ion fcr r

l3  accredi tat ion.  const i tL l t ion,  l is t  o f  act iv i t ics.  and l is t  oFof l icc. rs . ' l 'he Of f ice of  Stuc lent  AFfa i rs  rnay

l {  i t n l t o r c  s a r l ( t i ( } r t \  ( } t l  i t l i r r t i \ ( '  ( } r l l J l ) i z i r t i ( } t l s .

I - 5

l6 (c) The Office of Stuclc-rrt AfFairs shall coordirlate on and off carnpus activit ir- 's of'student

l7 organizat ions.

ili

l9  (d)  ' l 'he 
school  ac lmir r is t rat ion s l ra l l  e 'nc leavor  to prov idc.  f  rc t :  c l f  chargc,  a hal l  or  bui lc l ing

l0 to l rouse t l rc  of  f iccs of  s t r . rc lent  orgarr izat ic lus wi th i r r  the; l rcmises of  t l re .  school .  I rur therrnore,

l l  whenever possib le.  thr ,sc l - rool  ac l rn i r r is t rat ion shal l  a l low stuc let r t  organizat i ( )ns to use sc l rool

) )  fac i l i t ies Free of  charge;

1,  (e)  Acts t l - rat  i rnpai r  the r ight  of  s tuc lc 'n ts  to orsanizc are prohib i tcc l :

2-5
16 l .  S igning r i f  rva ivers or  s imi lar  c locumcuts t l - rat  usc rnernbership to any t t rganizat io t r  as a

)7 basis  for  ac l r l iss ion to or  expuls ion f iorn sc l rools .  inc luc l i r rg the i rnposi t ior . r  o f

l 8  c l i s c i p l i ua ry ' a ( ' t i ons l

l9  2.  I rn l tos i t ion of  uureasonablr .  rcqui r .crne nts ( )n s tuc le-nt  organizat ior . rs  seeki r rSi

. l ( )  r ( ' ( o l l t t i t i ( l t l i

i  I  i .  [ ) iscr inr i r - ratory pol ic ies i r . r  thc assigr . rment  oFscl - rool  Iac i l i t ies and in grant ing other

i2 pr iv i leges tc l  s tuc lent  orgat t izat ions;

33 l .  L lxcessivc '  charses fbr  thc usc of  school  fac i l i t ies;

l.+ -S. Excessive f 'ees imposed by stuclcnt organizations to tnetnber-s, ancl;

3-5 6. lrnpositiorr of unnecessary requirernents fbr admissicln and conLinued rnernbership to

l6 a stude nt org,anization inclucling, but r-rot l imited to, l-razing or other acts prohibited

i7 under RA 8049,  or  the Ant i -hazing law.

i 8
39 SECTION 7. Rieht ut t'stablish a student cctuncil or sovenlmt?nt. - (a) There sl-rall be one

40 ( l )  univers i t ,v  s tuc lent  counci l  or  govenl l rer . r t  fbr  e: rch school .  co l lege,  or  univers i ty  campus that

4 l  shal l  be recognizecl  by the schools,  co l leges and univers i t ies concerned.  I t  shal l  have i ts  owu set  of

42 of f icers e lected in  annual  poptr lar  e lect ior ts .
-13

44 (b) There shall be a Clonstitution or Charter of the Student Council or Government crafted

;15 by the head or representatives of all student organizations in a school and ratif ied through a two-

16 thirds (2/3) r,ote by the studer-rt body tl-rat shall lav down tl-re organization. functions, and

47 responsibil i t ies of the studellt council or government. Representation for unorgar-rized students

48 shall be ensured For the craftirrg of the draft constitution or charter.



I

2 (c) Ever.; student council or government shall l-rave the right to determine its policies and

3 prograrns on student activit ies subject to the Student Council or Government charter or
.l constitutiou ar-rd to school rules and regulations provided tl-rat the latter does not infri l lge on basic

-5 rights and freedorns of students;

6

7 (d)There shal l  be an independent  Commission on Elect ions (COMELEC) that  shal l

8 oversee the honest, orderly, ar-rd peaceful conduct of election of officers of t l-re student council or

9 governrnent. The COME[.EC sl-rall be chosen frorn a l ist of nominees provided by the heads of

l0 srudent organizatior.rs. Tl 're school rnr:st l.rrovicle sufficient funds to the COMELEC to ensure that it

I  I  is  able to f i l r . rc t ior r .

l l

l l  (e) Thcre shall a fee to be collected from students to finance the operations of t l-re studerrt

l , l  counci l  or  govenlmel l t .  the ar lount  of  which shal l  be detennined by t l - re s tudent  counci l  or

l-i government in cor.rsultation with the stucler.rt bodv. The school adrnir.ristr:rt ior.r sl-rall facil i tate the

l(t collection of the stuclent council or government fee ar.rcl sl-rall tr,rrn o'u,er the collectecl amount to

l7 the.  s tuc lent  counci l  or  govenl t lcnt  rv i (h in f i f teen (15)  c lays af tcr  the star t  o f  the selnester  c l r

l lJ  school  pcr ioc l . ' l 'he studcnt  cotrnc i l  ( ) r  g()venlnent  shal l  issue to thc stuc lent  body a f inar- rc ia l

l9  repor t  at  thc.  cncl  of  i ts  tcr rn. ' l 'o  ta l<e efFect ,  a  proposal  to  increase thc 's tudent  couuci l  or

l0  governmeut  f t ,c .  shal l  requi rc  a vote of  s i rnplc ' rnajor i ty  by the st t rc ler t r t  bod1, .

l l

) )  ( f )  No pol icv rest r ic t i r . rg the r ig l r t  o f  s tuc lcnt  courrc i ls  ( r r  gL) \enr tnel r ts  to  io in lederat ic lns or

l l  a l l iances of  s tuc lent  cout . tc i ls  or  govenlnr .nts  shal l  be i rnposecl  bv thc school  adminis t rat ior . r .

)1
25 SECTION 8. Right to ytublish a student newspuper artcl otlter sinrilar public:aaons - (a) lrr

26 accorclance witl i  RA 7O79 cr the Carnpus f oun.ralisr.r.r Act ol ' 1991, students shall have the right to

27 publ ish stuc lent  newspaper ancl  other  s i rn i lar  publ icat ions.

I 8

l9 (b) ' fhe edi tor ia l  s tafFof ' the stuc lcnt  paper shal l  be cotnpr isecl  of  s tuc lents.  No person who

l0 is  not  a rn, : rnber  of  thc pr- rb l ic : t t ion shal l  c le terrn ine i ts  cotr tent . ' l 'he ro le 'c l f  t l - re facul ty  ac lv iser  in

- l  I  the studerr t  paper shal l  b t ' l i rn i t t 'c l  t ( )  tcchl t ica l  ass is tat rce.
f l

, l  (c) 1'he selecrior.r of the. stuclerrt [cl itor-ir-r-Cl-rief and the metnbers of t l-re editorial board
j'+ shall be conducted ar.rnually thnrugh a lair arrc] cornpetit ive exatninatiotr to be administerecl by an

3-i irnpartial Board oFJudges, r,vhicl-r shall bc. cornprised of professional journalists, represetrtatives

i(l from tl-re faculty, thc stuclent bocly.

:S (c l )  Eth ics in  journal isr l  s l ' ra l l  be obsen,ecl  by thc edi tor ia l  s taf f .  t t  s l - ra l l  bc rhe

39 responsib i l i ty  of  the ec l i tor ia l  s taf f  to  ensure that  the student  paper is  not  used for  purposes

40 contrary to law.

4 l

12 (e) Unless sooller removed fbr cause and with clue process, the Editor-in-Chief and

{i editorial staff shall be assurecl of security of teuure For the duration of his/her prescribed term;

;l.l

,15 ( f )  ' I 'he 
studenr publ icat ion shal l  be f i r - rancia l l r , 'autonornous f rom the school

46 adminisrrarion. A fee fcir stuclent publication shall be collected from students and shall be held in

17 trusr by the school adrnirristration. No policy shall be imposed b,v the school administration to

18 hamper rhe access of the editorial board to the student publication Fund, subject to existing



I regulation in tl-re disburserner-rt of funds. The school administration shall also be prohibited from

2 using the aforementioned ftrnd. At the end of each tenn, the editorial board shall publish a

i f inancial statement.

5 SECTION 9. Rr5'Ar ro adequare welt'are re1-r'1.e,e and acadetnic t'actlities. f)enial of access to
(l adequate welfare services and academic facil i t ies shall be prohibited. These ser-v'ices and facil i t ies

7 shal l  inc lude:

ti
I  (a)  Free:urnual  phvsical  check-up to the students;

l0  (b)  Legal  ass is tancc in  cases invc i lv ing the exerc ise ancl  cn jo l ' rnent  of  r ights and f reedorns

l  l  s t ipr - r la tec l  in  th is  Act ;

12  ( c )  Counse l i ng ;

l i  (d)  Adcquate laboratorv.  l ibrary.  rerscarch,  recreat ion and physical  educat ion fac i l i t ies;

l4  (e)  Cornrnuni t l t ions systern to ensure that  s tuc lents are prompt l ,v  not iF ied of  le t ters and

15 other  re levat . r t  in format ic t t r ,  ancl ;

l6  ( f l  Ac lerquatc.  safe ancl  c lean l . rousing f i rc i l i t ies.  such as c lor tn i tor ics.  for  s tudents i r - rs ide

l7 carnpuscs.  ln  case the sc l ' rool  has r . rc ' r  in  carnpus dorr l i tor ies or  housing fac i l i t ies,  the

l l l  school  ac l rn i r r is t rat iorr  ancl  t l re  s tuc lernt  counci l  or  l lovenl rnent  shal l  be requi rec l  t<r

l9  accrecl i t  out-of -carn1-rus c lorrn i tor ies.  Studcrr ts  shal l  bc cncouraged to s tay in  the

l0 accrcdi tec l  c lor tn i tor ies.
a l

ZZ SECTION lO. llt:1tresenttrtr()n irt tht'scltttol's highesr 1to/ic).-ntaking body. -There shall be

l l  a  s tudent  representat ivc.  in  t l - re h ighest  pol icv-rnaki r rg l rody of '  the school .  FIe or  she shal l  be

)1 chost.n thror-rgh a selcction [rr()cess I ' irrrnr-rl l tcd anc] craftecl Lrv the stutle'rrt coutrcil atrcl govertrmetrt

l5  ancl  shal l  havt ' the sanre r ights as that  o[ ' thc rcgr . r lar  rnernbcrs of  the satnc body ' .  Provic led,

26 however.  that  h is  or  her  pr iv i leges shal l  l - re l inr i tec l  to  the actL la l  expenscrs inct t r rcc l  in  at tencl i r - rg

27 meetings of t lre afirrernc.ntioned [rtxly. Proviclecl. Furtl.re-r. that thc aftlrernetrtioned stuclent

2t t  representat ive is  pr< lh ib i tc .d f  rom tak ing a l ry  other  posi t ion in  publ ic  c l f l ices or  s tudent  cout tc i l  or

29 government .
i U

: f SECTION ll. Rieht ttt i tt lLtrrnatitLrr. - The right of stucle'r.rts to irrfbrrnatiolt olt Inatters

l2 affectir-rg tl-reir welfare shall bc rccoflnize(I. l ' l .rerefore. studeuts shall have'access to the schclol 's

l i  o f f ic ia l  acts,  t ransact ions or  dcc is ic lns re lat ing to s tudents ' r ig l r ts  ancl  wel [are subject  only  to
j . t  reasonablerc 'gulat iorrs .

3(r SECTION 12. Right tc; fi'eedctm of expression. - (a)Studer-rts shall have the right to freely

37 express thei r  v iews ancl  opin ions.  T l - rey shal l  have t l - re r ight  to  peaceably assemble and pet i t ion the

3t t  governmeut  and school  author i t ies for  thc.  rec l ress oFthei r  gr ievances.  No schocl l  regulat ion s l - ra l l

-19 be imposecl  v io lat ing or  abr ic lg ing the stL ldent 's  r ight  to  assernbly.
,10
4l  (b)  Student  shal l  have access to pr in t  and broadcast  rnedia i r r  thei r  in fonnat ion act i r  i t ies.

12 They sl 'rall also have the right to print, circulate and/or mount leaflets, newsletters, posters, wall

43 news, petit ions and such other rraterials. School authorit ies slrall ensure the provision of facil i t ies

,14 such as bulletin boards for t l-re lnounting of t l.re aforementionecl tnaterials.
,+-i
46 (c) Scliool authorit ies are required to designate a certain area'uvithin school premises

17  where  s tuden l s  cau  exp re \ s  t l r e i r  g r i eva r r ce \  o r  o rga t t i ze  ac t i r  i t i es .

48



I SECTION 13. Academic freedom. - Students' acadernic freedom shall consist of, but not

2 l imited to. the following:

4 (a) To conduct researches in connectior-r r,vith acadernic r, 'n,ork, and to freely discuss and

-r pr,rblish tl-reir f inclings and recomtnendatiotts;

6

7 (b)  To conduct  inqui ry  wi th in the campus in curr icu lar  and extra-curr icu lar  act iv i t ies;

t{
9 (c) To choose a field of study and to pursue the quest for truth; to express tl-reir opinion

l0 on any subject or public or general concern which directly or indirectly affects the

I  I  s tudents of  t l re  educat ional  svstemi

t2
l i  (d)  l 'o  inv i tc  of  f -campus speakers or  r€.source persons to s tudent-sponsored assembl ies,

I t l  fora,  svtnposia.  arrc l  o ther  s i tn i lar  act iv i t i t ts ;

1 , 5

l ( r  (e)  To exprc 'ss contrary in terpretat ions c ' r r  d isseut i r rg opi r . r ions ins ide ant l  outs ide the

17 c lassr t t<t tn;

I 8

l9 ( f )  1o par t ic ipate in  the c l ra l ' t i t . rg  of  a ner ,v  curr icu lum ancl  i t r  th t ' rev ie. rv  or  lev is ion of  t l - re

20 o lc i :

2 l
22 (g) 1'o parricipate in the draftir.rg ar.rc1/or re.vising of the studcnt handbook wl-riclr sl-rall

2i irrclucle. the school rules antl rc.gr,rlations, a ('opv oFwhich sl 'rall bc furr-rished tl-re

21 stuc lents upor-r  ac l tn iss iorr  to  the school ;  and

l-5

26 ( l i )  ' l 'o  
be ' I rcc f iorn any fbnn of  i r rc loct r inat ion le : rc l ing to imposecl  idcological  hegemony.

) 7
2tl SECTION 14. Right tct due pntr-t 'ss. - 'fhe right to due process of students subiected to

29 disciplinary proceeclitrgs shall bc' observecl attd respectccl.

i 0
i  |  (a)  I Ic  s l ra l l  havc the r ight  to  defe.nd h i rnsel f ,  to  be hcard ancl  to  present  ev idet lcc on h is

l2 be 'hal f  befbrc an i rnpar t ia l  bocl l ' .

i  (b)  ' l 'herc 
s l ra l l  be an i r rdepenclent  Student  Disc ip l inarv Board to bc compose'd of  one (1)

i5 represeltrative from the school aclrnir.ristration, two (2) facultv mcmtters atrd two (2) students to

3(r conduct investigarions into and dccide on cas€.s of student violations of disciplirrary standards. The

37 member from the adrlir-ristratior.r shall serve for f ive years, t lre metnbers from the faculty for three

3lt years, and the rnembers fiorn the stuclerrt body fbr one Vc'ar. The faculty and student

-19 represelttarives shall be endorsed bv the stuclent courrcil or g()vertttnent. The Student Disciplinary

,+0 Board shall ftrnnulatt, t l-re guidelines For the irnpositior.r of the disciplinary proceedings.

; t l
42 (c) The blacklisting, expulsior-r, suspension ar.rd other sucl-r disciplinary sanctions that

43 maybe taken agairrst a student shall not be valid unless the following rigl-rts have been obserwed

44 and accorded the student:
.t5
.1( r  1. )  T l - re r ight  to  be in fonned in u ' r i t ing of  the nature and cause of  the accusr t ior l  against

47 l-rim/her:



| 2.) The rigl-rt to confront witness against l-rirn/her and to full access to the evidence in the
2 case:

3 3.) The right to defend himselflherself and to be defended by a representative or counsel
.l of his/her choice, adequate time being given to him/her for the preparation of his/her

5 defense:

6 4.) The right to a hearir.rg before the Student Disciplinary Board;
7 5. )  l 'he r ight  against  se l f - incr i rn i r lar ioni  and
It 6.) The rigl-rt to appeal adverse decision of the Student Disciplinary Board to the
t) governing board ancl ult irnately to the appropriate e.ducation agencies.

l0  7. )  1 'he r ight  to  conf ident ia l i6 , ,

I | (d)'fhe clecisiort irr anv disciplir-rarv proceeding must be renclered or-r the basis of relevant
l2 and substar t t ia l  ev ic lcr . rcc pres€.nterd at  the hear ing,  or  at  t l re  least  conta ined in the record and
l i  d isc losecl  to  the 's(udcr . r t  a f f t 'c tec l .  

' l 'he 
decid ing boclv  shoulc[ ,  in  a l l  controvers ia l  quest ions,  render

l . l  i ts  decis iorr  in  such a Inanner t l - rat  the issues involved,  and the reasor . rs  fbr  any decis ion rendered
| -5 are made clear to the str.rclent.

l 6

l7 (e)  Subjcct  to  cx is t ing laws,  a c lec is ion on a case or  cornpla int  f i led befbre the Stuclent
l l ' i  D isc ip l inary 'Tr ibun:r l  s l - ra l l  [ - re resolved wi th in t l i ree (3)  Inonths af ter  the f i l ing of  such a case or

l 9  co rnp la in t .

l0
2l  ( f )  Thc 'C)f f ic t '  o f  the ( lu i r lauce Cor. rnselor  of  th t -  respect ive schools in  corrsul tat ion wi th

2)  the Str . rdent  Disc ip l inary Boarc l  shal l  publ is l r  on a per iodic  basis  acts that  are deerned v io lat ive of

23 the school  ru les ancl  regulat iorrs  and t l re  corresponding d isc ip l inarv sanct ions.  Provic lec l ,  that  such

21 ru les ancl  regulat ions do not  v io late the r ig l - r ts  guaranteecl  here in ancl  r . rnc ler  the Const i tu t ion.

25
)6 SECTION 15. Rtgltt auirtst i l lesal scarL'ltL's ntt<l ,st ' lzurt 's. rx(cpt for t l-re follor,ving

27 i t rs tances.  any f i r r rn of  urr reasor . r . rb le search arr t [  sc izure shal l  be i l legal :

IrJ
29 a)  Sc 'arcrhcs r .naclc  at  thc 'point  o l  ingress and egrcss by aut l ror izerc l  perrsonrre l  of  the

l0  schoo l :

: l  I  b)  Sc 'arches ancl  se izurc 'of  ar t ic les c let - rned i l legal  under ex is t ing laws fa l l ing in  the p la in

32 v i tw of  c lu ly 'author izecl  personnel ;

l i  c)  St :arc l r t 's  ut rd s t ' izurc 's  of 'ar t ic l t 's  that  are i l legal ,  c l iscoverecl  inaclver tent l ,v  by duly

l . t  ar . t thor izecl  persorrnel i

i5 d) Searcl-res rnaclc- wlren thc stuclent is about to colnrnit, is cornmittir-rg or has just

i6 committed a crime or a serious ir-rfraction of the scl-rool's rules ar-rd regulations;

37 e) Searches rnacle witl-r a valid search warrant.

3B
39 Articles seizccl ir.r violaLion of the hereinabove provided rights sl-rall not be used as

40 evidence against  t l re  s tudent  in  arrv  c l isc ip l inarv act ion that  mav be brought  agai r . rs t  h i rn/her .
. l l

12 SECTION 16. .4ccesr kt scltool retorcls and issuanr-e o1'olffcial certificates. - Every student
,13 sl-rall lrave access to his/lrer own sc-hool records, the cor-rfidentiality'of which the school shall

44 maintain. He/She shall have the right to be issuecl official certif icates, cliplomas, transcripts of

45 records, grades, transfer credentials and other similar documents within thirty (30) days from the

46 fi l ing of request and accomplishrnent o[ all pertinent requirements.
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I SECTION 17. Right to privacy. - The privacv of communication and correspondence of

f students sl-rall remain ir-rviolable.

,t SECTION 18. Firearms ban.- The carrying of firearms or explosives in schools or campuses

- i  shal l  he hanrred
6

7 SECTION 19. .School fees and otlter tariffs.-

8

9 (a) All involuntary contributions shall be prohibitecl

l 0
I | (b) In releasir-rg docurnents, acadernic records, and sirnilar certif ications, schools are

12 prohibited From irnposir.rg fees bevoncl the actual cost of reproducing the documents.

t l
l . l  (c) Minirnurn stanclarcls ir-r consultaticln shall be strictl i , ot-rservecl ir-r irnposing tuit ion fee

l -5 incre.ases. ' [ 'o  th is  encl .  no tu i t ion or  other  school  Fee increase shal l  ber  a l lowed unless the fo l lowing

| 6 procedures are- observed:

t 7
I t t  l . )  Pos t i ngo f  no t i c r . o f  i nc rease in tu i t i ono ro the rschoo l  f ees inco r . r s l - r i cuous loca t i onsa

l9 year  pr ior  to  the i rnple lner l ta t io l l  o f  the proposed incrcasc.  T l - re l reads of 's tuderr t

20 orgauizat ior . rs  ancl  s tuc lerr t  counci l  or  gc)venl rnent  of f icers shal l  a lso be 'd i rect ly

2 | notif iecl about the proposecl irrcrcasc.

) .2 2. )  At  least  one pr . rb l ic  rneet ing shal l  be held wi t l r  s tudents,  hcads of  s tuc lent  org,anizat ions

2l ancl stuclent coulrcil or govenrnent officers to discuss the proposed increase. This shall

21 be at tended by the l ) res ident  of ' the school  arrd at  lcast  one member of  t l - re Governing

25 board.  P:r rents of  s tudents shal l  be a l lowecl  to  at tend the publ ic  rncet ings.

26 3. )  Al l  c locurnents per ta in ing to the prop()sc.c l  increase shal l  be rnacle avai lable to t l - re

27 studc.nt  cour . rc i l  or  govcrnment .

2lt 4.) Prior to thc [ir.ral approval of thc proposecl increase. the stLld€'nt body shall be allowed

29 to preselrt their positiorl to the (ioverning Board or.r the proposed increase.

i 0
i  I SECTION 2O. Rult:s nnd Reeulatrizr. - thc f)epartrnent of Education, TESDA, Cornrnission

i2 on Highcr  Educrat ion.  ancl  Ccl rnrn iss ion on Hurnan Rights,  together  wi th t l re  representat ivesof

l j  r la t ional  s tuc ler l t  t r rg,aniz l t ions,  reFre\entat ives of  sc l - rool  ac l rn i r r is t rat io l ls  ancl  the Nat ior- ra l  Youth

3.1 Cornmiss ion (NYC) s l ra l l  prornulgate thc 'ucccssarv ru les ancl  repiu lat ions to i rnplemer-r t  the

i5 prov is ior . rs  of  th is  Act  wi th n i r - rety  (90)  days f iorn the approval  of  t l - r is  Act .

3(r
37 SECTION 21. .Adntnistftrt ive sanctions:. - ' l 'he Dcpartrnent of Education, Cornmission on

i t t  Higher  Educat ion,  and TESDA are hereby vested wi t l r  powers necessery to invest igate and impose

39 adminis t rat ivc per . ra l t ies to c-nsLl re the enforcernent  of  t l - r is  Act .  Any student ,  s tudent  counci l  or
.10 government ,  or  r la t ioual  organizat ion of  s tuc lent  counci ls .  go\ ' ( ' rnrnL 'nts ,  or  organizat ions,  may f i le
.l I complaints before the afbrernentioned agencies.
t ' )

t -

43 The appropriate education agency shall cause the suspension or revocation ofthe l icense

44 or permit of any scl-rool, college or university Four-rd to be guilty of violating rights guaranteed

45 under this Act. A fine not less tl.ran two I'rundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) but not more than
.t6 five hur.rdrecl t l-rousancl Pesos (P500,000.00) shall be irnposecl o11 any school, college or unirersity

17 found l iab le fbr  v io lat ins th is  Act .

4B



I Upon final iudgment, the appropriate education agency may recommend to the

2 Department of |ustice the prosecution of any school. college or university before a regular Court

3 for violating the provisions of t lr is Act.

4

5 lf the offender is a student or a student organization. the school. college or universitv shall
(r cause. depending on the gravitv of't l-re offense, the suspension or expulsion of the offending

7 student andior t l-re suspension or rev()cation of the accreditatiorr of the offer-rding organization.

8 including othcr aclmir-ristrative penalties, subject to the establishrnent of guidelines to be crafted

9 by the scl-rool administration witl-r the student council or govenrment, student org,anizatior-rs and

l  0 the student  bodv.

il

12 SECTION 22. Penal Prov'isions. -

t i
l .+  (a)  Any person wlro shal l  wi l l fu l ly  in ter fbre wi th,  rc .s t ra in or  cocrce any student  in  the

l5 exerc ise and enjoyrnent  of  r ights guarar . r teed by th is  Act  shal l ,  upon convict ion,  be punished by a

l(r f ine of not less than lrifty J' lrousar-rd l]esos ([)50,000.00) but not rnore than One Hundred

17 Thousancl  (P100,000.00)  Pesos or  by i rnpr isonlnent  for  not  le 'ss than one year  but  not  more than

I  t l  f ive years,  or  l - roth at  thc c l iscret ion of ' the C,our t .

l 9

20 (b)  IFthe of ' fencler  is  a jur ic l ica l  person,  the penal ty  shal l  be imposecl  upon the President ,

2l Treasurer, Secretary or any officc.r or p('rscln respclnsiblc [or the violatior.r. If the offender is a

22 publ ic  of f ice. r  or  crnployee,  the.  Court  shal l ,  in  adcl i t ion to the perra l t ies above,  order  h is  or  her

] .1 d isrn issr l  f rom govcr t t ln t ' t t I  serv i t  t ' .

21
2- i  (c)  Ref i rsa l  of  any governrnent  o l l ic ia l ,  i r rc ' luc l ing those work i r lg  in  s tate col lcges ancl

26 univcrs i t ies,  whosc,  c luty  inc ludes invcst igat ing or  rc t ing on ar ly  cornpla int  for  a v io lat ion of  th is

27 Act to perfclrm lris or her clr,rty shall be consiclered as gross r.regligence on thc'part oFsucl-r official

2tt who shall sr,rFfer the appro;lriate penalty urrder civil service laws, rule-s ancl regulatior-rs.

l9

i0 (d) Any stuclent whose rights l-rave l-reen violated as stipulated in this Act rnay fi le

I I inclepencler-rt civil cascs fbr clamagc.s agair.rst the offer-rding pers()lrs, uatural or juridical. He or sl.re

l2 shal l  bc 'cxc-mpt  f torn f i l ing fees.

l.l SECTION 23. ()vt'rsie/tt. -

l 5
l ( r  (a)  The De.par tment  of  Educat ion,  TESDA and Commission on Higher Educat ion shal l

37 moniror t l-re implernc.ntation of this Act. T'hey sl-rall subrnit atr annual report to the Office of t lre

-l{t President and Congress. }i 'or this purpose, the afbrcrner-rtioned agertcies Inav avail the support of

. l ( )  na t i ona l  s tudcn t  o rqJ r l i z r t i ( ) n \ .
-10 (b) An Oversight Cornmittee is hereby created composed of two (2) members each from

.t I the Cornrnitree on Rasic [ducation and two (2) mernbers frorn tl-re Comrnittee on Higher

12 Education of the Senate and f: louse of Representatives, to be cor-rstituted and co-chaired by the

1l head of the committees to evaluate and morritor the irnplementation of this Act. The Oversight

4.1 Cornrnittee shall autornaticallv consider the reports of the concerned government agencies.
-15 student  organizat ions,  and student  counci ls  and gcivernments.
-1(r



I SECTION 24. Separabtlitv Clause. - If any part or provision of this Act is held

r unconstitutional or invalid. clther provisions hereof which are not affected therebv shall continue

i to be in full force and effect.

4

5 SECTION 24. Repealing Clause.- AII laws, decrees, orders, rules, and regulations or other

6 issuances or parts thereof, inconsistent with the provisions of this Act are l-rereby repealed or

7 modi f iedaccordi r - rg lv .

t{

9 SECTION 25. Ef/i:crir.i1,. -'ilris Act shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its complete

I  0 publ icat ion i11 two (2)  newspapers of  getrera l  c i rcu lat ion.

il

t2
t i
l4  Approve'd.
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